The successful tradition will be continued with the 9th International Conference on Sandwich Structures to be held in 2010 at Caltech, California, USA.
conferences including the ICSS-8 and future conferences in this series play an important role in this, by providing a forum for discussion and exchange of the latest research, as well as to act as an incubator and source of inspiration for further developments.
The ICSS-8 technical program consisted of the presentation of 140 scientific papers, which could be grouped into several broad areas, including: Modeling, analysis and design; Fracture and damage tolerance; Dynamics, vibration and sound; Impact and energy absorption; Processing and fabrication; NDE and environmental degradation; New materials and materials characterization, Applications and design solutions.
The truly international nature of the ICSS-8 was highlighted by the fact, that the authors of the presentations represented 25 countries from the five continents Asia, Europe, North America, South America, and Oceania.
The scientific level and general quality of the papers presented at the ICSS-8 was very high, and through the good will and collaboration of the Editor of the Journal of Sandwich Structures and Materials (JSSM), Professor Jack R. Vinson, and SAGE Publications, it was decided to publish a series of special issues of the journal dedicated to original manuscripts selected among the papers presented at the ICSS-8. Thus, the authors were invited to submit extended versions of their papers presented at the conference. To qualify for publication in the special issues of the JSSM, all the submitted papers had to undergo the normal and very strict refereeing procedure of the journal.
In continuation of this, it is my pleasure and privilege to present the first of the Special ICSS-8 Issues of the JSSM, which contains five original and high-quality scientific articles covering a variety of important topics including: 'Nondestructive evaluation of sandwich structures: a review of some inspection techniques' (Hsu); 'Influence of process pressure on local facesheet instability for ultra-light sandwich structures' (Rion et al.) ; 'Vibration and buckling of sandwich laminates having interfacial imperfections' (Chakrabarti and Sheikh); 'Impact damage and energy-absorbing characteristics and residual in-plane compressive strength of honeycomb sandwich panels' (Zhou and Hill); and finally 'Analytical modeling of composite sandwich panels under blast loads' (Fatt and Palla).
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